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an d  evaluation, administration, and then th e  t e e n  tobacco 
educ a t i o n  and p r e v e n t i o n  project. That p r o g r a m  t hat we set up 
was h a i l e d  across the n a t i o n  as one of the b e s t  tobacco 
p r e v e n t i o n  pr o g r a m s  in t he nation, and n o w  here, just tw o  years 
later, we are elim i n a t i n g  th e  program, in essence, b e c a u s e  we 
h a v e  $16 m i l l i o n  yet to spend but, b e c a u s e  the p r ogram 
ad m i n istrators w e r e  dil i g e n t  i n  no t  just d u m p i n g  m o n e y  out there 
un t i l  th e r e  wa s  a p r o g r a m  t hat  could b e  fund e d  an d  w o u l d  be 
successful, t h e n  t hat $5 m i l l i o n  was e x t r a c t e d  an d  n o w  p ut into 
a M e d i c a i d  fund. Yes, we ' r e  short on M e d i c a i d  d o llars also.
But, as Senator C hambers says, we are b r e a k i n g  faith w i t h  the
p e o p l e  that we esta b l i s h e d  this w i t h  and I t h i n k  this 
Legi s l a t u r e  this session, p a r t i c u l a r l y  this session, are going 
to b r e a k  a lot of p romises and I rea l l y  w o n d e r  w h a t  the citizens 
of N e b r a s k a  w ill say about t h e i r  Legislature. I g r e w  u p  an d  my 
d a d  always rem i n d e d  m e  t h a t  a ma n ' s  w o r d  is hi s  bond, and 
ac t u a l l y  that's w h a t  a man's i n t e g r i t y  is, is hi s  word. A n d  as 
we, as a body, constantly, or t his year, seem t o  go b a c k  on our 
w o r d  of what w e  w ill do and w h a t  we w o n ' t  d o  or w h a t  w e  agree to 
one time, at a n o ther time w e ' r e  g o i n g  to chan g e  our mind, I 
rea l l y  ha ve t r o u b l e  w i t h  that. I h a v e  t r o u b l e  w i t h  t hat w h e n  I 
t h i n k  about m y  own integ r i t y  b e c a u s e  t h a t 's on e  t h i n g  I ... I 
t h i n k  I've built m y  bus i n e s s  an d  m y  l ifetime on, is that what I 
say I will do, and n o w  we ' r e  n o t  d o i n g  that. C e r t a i n l y  the
Governor, I d o n ' t  bl a m e  him, bu t  h e  w e n t  t h r o u g h  an d  t o o k  any 
d o l lars that w e r e  in any fund, an d  that's w h a t  LB 1310 is all 
about is t a k i n g  any d o llars t h a t  are s i tting there in any fund, 
bu t  this $7 m i l l i o n  wa s  s i tting t h e r e  n ot b e c a u s e  it w a s n ' t  to 
be u s e d  but just b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  w a i t i n g  for a p r o g r a m  to 
fund. Bu t  I real l y  h a v e  great c o n c e r n . ..

S E N A T O R  COORDSEN: One minute.

S E NATOR JENSEN: ...that we, as a body, n o w  are sayi n g  that our
w o r d  d o esn't m e a n  anything. W hat w e  say one y ear w e ' r e  not 
go i n g  to b a c k  u p  the n e x t  y e a r . I t h i n k  t h a t 1s a v e r y  dangerous 
p r e c e d e n c e  to set. In the 5 0 -cent t o b a c c o  tax that I had 
proposed, I h a d  fun d e d  this a nd I had fund e d  t he K ids Co n n e c t i o n  
w i t h  'Jhose dollars. N e i t h e r  one of th o s e  are funded. We're 
t a l k i n g  about a M e d i c a i d  s i t u a t i o n  i n . ..in L B  1095. Maybe that 
m i g h t  be m u t e  (sic) too b e c a u s e  there m i g h t  no t  be any dolla rs
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